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see why. Colombia is tropical, yet it also has ample elevation changes due to the Andes, and it has both the Pacific
and Caribbean coast¥he Andes become complex in Colombia, splitting into three ranges, which increases habitat
diversity, as well as rain shadow valleys between the mountains. Colombia also contains a vast portion of the
Amazon and the Orinoquia regions. The many differertitaés ensure an abundance of bird species, as well as
other wildlife. Althoughthere are many beautiful and spectacular birds to be seen on this tour, hummingbirds are
always special for most people, and we are hopeful of getting up to 50 species dkadyrtdtal of 400+. Up to

eight Antpittas are also possible, including with a bit of luck six in one morning.
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enchanting architecture. W then head to Isla Salamanca National Park, where birding through mangroves and
coastal wetlands, along the ocean and in dry scrub forest should yield species such as the endemic-Chestnut
winged Chachalaca, Russktoated Puffbird, the near endemic Chast Piculet, Bicolored Conebill, Northern
Screamer and hopefully the sometimes elusive endemic Sapphllied Hummingbird.

The Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta is the highest coastal mountain in the world and one of the most important
endemism centers in # world, with 22 species of birds restricted to it. Join us on a search for many of these
endemics including Santa Marta Screeetl, Antpitta, Mountaintanager, Tapaculo, Foliaggeaner, Brustinch,
Parakeet, Sabrewing, Bugjrant, Seedeater, Warbleand many more

A direct flight to the central Andean city of Medellin will have us crossing the Cauca River in the Bolombolo area in
search of the recently described Antioquia Wren. In the pleasant town of Jardin, the famous Andeari-theck
rock lek is just 10 minutgsom the town center plaza. Above Jardin, the star of the show is the critically
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endangered Yelloweared Parrot. A day of birding along Las Ventanas road will hopefully yield many specialties
including the elusive Ocellated Tapaculo, as we preparedodaove to Manizales, in the famed coffee triangle of
Colombia.

Two days at the Rio Blanco reserve will help us acclimatize for our ascent up to Los Nevados National Park, ir
search of the very tough Buffy Helmetcrestd easier Rainbowearded Thornbill, among many other high country

birds. With some good fortune five oixsspecies of Antpitta can be seen in one morning at Rio Blanco, including
the endemic Bicolored and Browranded Antpittas. At the high altitude dNevados, home to an active volcano,

AY FTRRAGAZY (2 GKS KSt YSntgttaBGadiother Birgs of thparémof Taraughoytha ¥ 2 N
l YRS a @leckihgstreanS for the dazzling Torrent Duck, and Wisié@ped Dipper. Traveling sdiatast, we
continue on to the OturQuimbaya Sanctuary in search of the endemic and endangered Cauca Guan and for the
best views in the world of Rediffed Fruitcrow, before returning to Bogota for flights home.

This 15 day tour is accompanied by Andrewfétafen,on his fifth journey to Colombia in seven years. As with all
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wildlife, as well as helping out with the birding/e have two expert Endligluent Colombian birding guides for the

tour, one based in the north and the other from Manizales. Each stays with us the entire time we are in their
region. This way we have regional experts who are up to date with the most active bird activity alulitionave
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Currently the tour is due to start on Saturday November 19 with arrival into Cartegena and depart from Bogota
Saturday December 3. Although iuislikely availability at a lodge may affect this; we should have this information
as soon as we have minimum our numbers for the tour.

|l tinerary

Day 1¢ Saturday, Nov 19Home City/Cartagena

Fly fran your home city to Cartagenhocated on theCaribbean coast of
Colombia Thee are direct flights from Atlanta, Tampa, Miami, New York
and some other cities that arrivprior to 3pm, giving time for a late
afternoon and evening stroll arourttie old walled city, where our hotel

is located Redeye a late arriving flight are not recommended as we
have an early start the next day, and arriving a day early is suggested.
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possibly even more s@s different participants may wamd spend more

or less time exploring dinner is on your own to facilitate this. Naturally
our hotel has a restaurangndthere are plenty of others to choose from.

Day 2¢ Sunday, Nov 20Cartagena/lsla Salamanca National Park/Minca

We will rise early ath take a two hour drive to Isla Salamanca National Park, where we will bird the walkways
through the mangroves in search of the critically endangered endemic Sagygliied Hummingbird. Though
sometimes consideredto be a morph, race or even age stage of the more widespread Saghhiated
Hummingbird (which we should see here), the IUCN and other authorities currently tsegiaitately Two
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hundred and fiftyor fewer adult birdsare thought to comprise theentire population, thinly distributed across
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chinned Spinetail among many others we expect to see here. We will also
time to bird some wetlads in the area in search of Northern Screamer a
other specialties. After a morning ofrhing
we will continue to Minca, stopping fo
Russetthroated Puffbird, rather surprisingl
for a puffbird fond of sitting out in the open
even on telephone poleand wires. Minca is
a quaint little town with a nice small¥
guesthouse on the river, where we stoee
G2y A3dIKGP 1 E£2y3T (GKS
near the Santa Marta airport to search fq \
the endemic Chestnuvinged Chachalaca (with a second chance if we miss it

Santa Marta Minca is a great location to bird for lower eIevatron species. We will arrive in town and visit some
hummingbird feeders for lunch where Rufebieasted Hermit, Bickthroated Mango, Longpilled Starthroatand

the near endemic Rebilled Emerald can be found. We will also have time to explore the surroundings in search of
birds such as Bladsacked Antshrike, Scaled Piculet, Swallow Tanager, Rt#ibed JacamarKeetbilled Toucan,
Maskel Tityra, and Whooping Motmot. Overnight in Minca.

Day 3¢ Monday, Nov 21 Minca/El DoraddBird Reserve

This daywill have us birding through altitudinal gradientfrom 2000ft to over 6000fthirding different elevations

along the road toProAvestl DoradoBird Reserve, the most famous in Colombia and a birding destination in its
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the 2000 acre reservePlus, many other species as well, as Sierra
Nevada de Santa Marta, while lgithe size of Connecticut, has as many

birds as are resident in the entire UBirding up the mountairshould

yield a large number of specieg
including Goldemwinged Sparrow,
Rosy  Thrustanager,  Rusty
headed Spinetail, Ruddy Foliags
gleaner, the recently describeg
» Santa Marta Foliaggleaner,
~ Rustybreasted Antpitta, Santa
Marta Tapaculo(always a bit tricky, it is a tapaculo after aBlackbacked
Antshrike, he magnificently colored Blueaped Chlorophonia, and thd
attractive Rufouscapped Warbler.El Dorado Lodge is a very comfortab
place, with, naturally, hummer and fruit feeders placgtdategicallyaround,
and kitchen scrap heaps also playing thelr rdle.it is both an ecocenter and a lodge, there are often researchers
staying, usually happt a KI NB § K S A Ndalk tieteifs Snl théSrdad @éadhigtit for nocturnal wildlife,

both avian and mammalian. Several squirrel species, tree rats including one or perhaps two endemics, weasels anc
tayra are here, among otherés with our other lodges, there are usually anedbre mammals than are noted in

this itinerary, including several cats from Puma through Ocelot to Jaguarundi, Tapir and others, ¢hanbes of

seeing these is slim, but certainly possible. Both Puma and Ocelot have been seen on the road to ElyDorado b
OANRSNE> a2 ¢SQff {1SSL) 2dzNJ FAYISNBE ONRAASRO
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Day 4¢ Tuesday Nov 22E| Dorado Bird Reserve

We will rise early and head up to higher elevations towards Cerro Kennedy in search of these endemics: Santa
Marta Parakeet, Santa Marta Warbler, Sammrta Mountaintanager, Santa Marta Bugdfrant and Brown

| rumped Tapaculo, among many othd”: R4

non or nearendemics. We will have a |

.. views of the Sierra Nevadayeather
permitting, and bird along the road o
our way downhoping to run into awe

Tanager, Qovebilled and Santa_?
Marta Toucaned, Blackchested Jay,
White-bellied Antbird andthe near B
endemic Whitetipped Quetzal. After | B
dinner we will scout for the endemic and recentlysdebedSanta Marta Screeeh “
owl and whatever else we can find with the ligitte road today will be rough, anc.

our driving bumpy and slow. However the birds will certainly be worth it, and hopefully the V|ew from about
10,000ft looking out to and over the Carddn Seah y OS I I+ Ay 6SQf f ALRAGEAIKG |t
nocturnal wildlife.

Day 5¢ Wednesday, Nov 23El Dorado Bird Reserve

An easy day today with no vehicle tim&fter breakfast we will have time to enjoy the watkintainedfruit and
hummer feeders at the lodge.Some 33 species of hummingbirds have been
recorded in the reserve, anchany of these visit the ..— o

feeders, includng the endemic Whitdailed F
Starfrontlet, Whitevented Pluméeteer, the endemic |
Santa Marta race olLongtailed Hermit QGrowned
Woodnymph, Santa Marta Woodstar and Sparklin
Violetear. The bananas attract the endemic San~
Marta Brushfinch and also the endemi8anta Marta
Brushfinch, and the many flowers in the garde
attract Whitesided and Black Flowerp@sr. Santa &
Marta Warbler is another endemic seen hevde will
spend some time trying toe® Santa Marta Antpitta, s f
a skuker that will take some worKThisday of birding WI|| havemany rewards, a
special treat being the near endemic Bldaknted Woodquail that visit lodge
compost piles in the afternoon.

Day 6¢ Thurgday, Nov 24 El Dorado Lodgé&anta Martd Jardin

We will spend the morning birding the road en route to the Santa Marta airport to catch
our 1.25pm flightto Medellin, which takes just dttle over an
hour. From herewe embark on &our hour drive to Jardin. If
light and time permitie the flight is on time)we will stop in
the Bolombolo area, visiting a unique canyon that the Cat
River has carved into the Andes Mountains. We willehtéhe
opportunity to explore the dryforest hoping to net some of

/| 2f 2 Y0 Al Qa-resyfigted (spedik. YOBr Snain target wil \
be the recently described Antioquia Wren, whilst taki ,‘
advantage of the possibility of the endemic Apical Flycatcher and<BrRjculet.
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Day 7¢ Friday, Nov 25Jardin
An early start today as we make our way up the mountaifotik forthe very pretty Yelloweared Parrottoday.

% of wax palmsjn whlchthey roost and nest.

*. look for the parrot we will also keep our ey
N and ears out for Whiteapped Parrots
Rufouschested Chafyrant, Barred & "\
. Fruiteater,  Streakhroated  BushTyrant,
" Rufousheaded Pygmifyrant, Handsome

| Flycatcher, Northern Mountain and Subtropical Cacique, Rﬁmeked

S 4 Chestnutcrested Cotinga, Tanager Finch, and the endemic-tieéizd
Grackle We will spermbnlght in Jarmehls afternoon we visit a Cooi-the-Rock lek.

Day 8¢ Saturday, Nov 26 Jardin/Rio BlancéManizales

After our early morning yesterdayenhave an eagday today,spendng the morning trying to find any target
species we missed including: Blaoldwhite Seedeaters, Striped Treehunter, Fork

tailed Flycatcher, Tanager Finch, @aloredThrush,
and Whitebrowed Spinetail. We will spend thg
afternoon driving to Manizales, @ying the scenic
vistas the coffee region of Colombia has to offer.
will keep our eyes out overhead for King Vulture, a
arrive in Rio Blanco in time for some afternoand
evening birding, and perhaps Red Howler Monkg
Rio Blanco is not actually aver, at least not \were
gSQf f 0SSz odzi | NE a S
Manizales, the local water company. It is situa
along an altitudinal gradlent thereby including

D7

avallable here for visitors, so we can eat dinners here, and lunch tomorrow.

Day 9¢ Sunday, Nov 27 Rio Blanco

We @an p055|bly observe five antpitta species at feedkrsated within a short hike from the lodge, including

endemic and endangered Browanded, Bicolored,
Chestnutcrowned, Chestnubhaped and SlateCrowned
Antpittas, though Green and Black Fruiteater is likel
Other feeder visitors seldom seen include $ladcked
= Nightingale Thrush and Strigeeaded BrusHrinch.
Additional species observed in surrounding areas of
, lodge are endemic and endangered Ruféuemted
Parakeet, Rustfaced Parrot, the very rare Maske
‘. Saltator and Ocellated Tapaculo, the maoattractive
ok 7% Tapaculo out there. After dinner we can look for Whit
throated Screeclowl, Lyretailed Nightjar, Rufoubellied Nighthawk and Rufous
banded Owl.
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This littleknown species is severely threatened due to the dlsappearance

| Oropendola, Citrine Warbler and others. Other targets for the day will be

-
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Day 10¢c Monday, Nov 28 Rio Blanco and drive to Los Nevados. Night at Termales del Ruiz.
We will spend another morning birding the reserve, in search of many seaftgrt species that include Tyrannine

, Woodcreeper, Goldefronted Whitestart, Dusky Piha, Lachrymose and
Buff-breasted mountairtanagers, the showy Gragseen and White
capped Tanagst Powerful Woodpecker, and the hard to see Ocellated,
L fEPO1AAKE YR {LAfEYFyQa GF LI OdzZ 2ad
possible are Blackilled Peppershrike,
the handsome Plushcap, Mountail
Cacique, and the endangered Golde
plumed Parakeet. We wiblso visit the
, NBEaSNBSQa aniidsnNd:

\4 hummingbird feeders that attract a
great varlety o1humm|ngb|rds We hope to see Tourmaline Sunangel, We(t‘
billed Hummingbird, Buffailed Coronet, Speckled Hummingbird, Bronzy a 4«
Collared Incas, Mountain Velvetbreast, the tiny, sfbying Whitebellied '

Woodstar,the almost unbelievable Swotdilled
Hummingbird and the showy Lontpiled Sylph. \
We the spend the afternoon on a scenic drive u ph——
to our hot spring hotein Los Nevados Nationa /\
Park, at aboul1,500ftb I G dzN* € t & & ...~ / /3
theway.! f G K2dzZa3K GKS +faGA L I YR
. explore even higer, both El Dorado and Jardin are at about 6000 ft, and Manizales is
& about 7000ft with Rio Blanco a few hundred feet higher, so we have had plenty of
time to acclimate. For those who have visited Cusco, that city as about 11, 200ft up.
However, and undeis Yy Rl 6f &8 3IA GBSy (KS NBOSyid KAadl
> tea to be had at Los Nevaddbyou are susceptible to altitude sickness you may wish

G2 338G 5AIY2E FTNRBY @&2dzNJ R2OG2N) 2 ONRy3I 2y Inis . dzi
during our stay.

Day 11¢ Tuesday, Nov 29Los Nevados National Park
Today weexplore Los Nevados National Park, located on the highest part of the Colombian central Andes. We will
wind through patches of forest that open up to Paramo, an ecosystem of tropical grasslands above the tree line,
toward the picturesque 17,40tbot volcano Nevado del Ruiz. The scenery in Paramo is maglcal and surreal, with

' ' velvety Frailejon plants adding to thig= e >
effect. Frailejon plants belong to th&
Espeletia genus and are endemic
Colombia, Venezuela, and Ecuaddve
will reach elevations up to 1@00ft, so it
will be cold. Here we hope to finc

the near endemic Buffy Helmetcrest a
Rainbowbearded Thornbill, both of
which sometimes forage on the ground-
Blackthighed Puffleg, Viridian Metaltail, Stoebilled Cinclodes, Brown
backed Chafyrant that often conspicuously perches at the top of
shrubs, the beautiful Goldearowned Tanager, the near endemic Black
backed BusiTanager, and Glossy Flowerpiercer are also very highly probable. We may also findyao¥arie
seedeaters in the Paramo, includiRumbeous Sierr&inch plus Paramo and Plaiolored Seedeaters.
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Although the Rufoudronted Parakeet is &ery rare and endangered endemic alofds Qf f € 2 2 atwd 2 NJ A
; kilometer stretch of road that pags through elfin forest, an ecosystem
of dwarfed plants. We als -
hope to spot the very tame
Tawny Antpitta, a common,.
inhabitant inthis area. We &
will stop at a nearby glacia
lake, Laguna Negra, wher(.
we may find Mamstriped §
Canastero, Whitgailed *
Hawk, the rare Blackhested . S
BuzzareEagle, Andean T8pinetail, Whe-chinned Thistletail, Andean (
Ruddy Duck, Andean Teal, Grag&edgé Wren, and Palmaped Brush
Finch. This will also be one of our best chances to see Andean Condor, if

the weather cooprates.

Day 12¢ Wednesday, November 30Los Nevados National Pai®tun Quimbaya
We spend the morning birding near the lodge &y targets we may have missed the
drive to the OtunQuimbaya Flora and Faun
Sanctuary near the city of Perejravhich is
operated by local people. As we approach t
{ I y Ol dz NXomlng té OtundRier for
pairs ofthe beautiful Torrent DuckAs with other
ducks it is sexualldimorphic but many birders
find it difficult to decide whether the male or th
% o female is the mosattractive. They are also ver
well-named, hopplng rocks and boulders and swimming in verynfesting streams. This
eveningand the next the light will come out atight for mammals and other nocturnal
critters including Lemurine Owl Monkey, Kinkajou, perhaps Yapok and other pos&.® '
bats, owls and goatsuckers. Daytime mammals include-€xtibg Fox, Mountain Coati and South Amerlcan Coati,
perhaps the rare Pacaranand quite a few others.

Day 13¢ Thurgay, Dec 10tun Quimbaya

Thosewho wish towill rise predawn to look for the endemic Colombian Scre@eH, and therafter breakfast we
continue birding at the
OtunQuimbaya  Reserve
right at the doorsteps of
our hotel. The Otun
Quimbaya Reserve is a flor
. and fauna  sanctuar
located on the west slope
of the Central Cordillera,
and is home to the Wa
Palm, the tallest palm in the
world that grows up to 70
meters (230 feet). These
: . palms, unlike most other
species of palm, thrive at h|gh altitudes and cool climates found here. We will also be received by the sounds of
Howler Monkeys and the endangered, endemic Cauca Guan, once believedetxtibct until rediscovery of a
population in 1990. Otw@uimbaya is also one of the best places in the world to observe iR Fruitcrow.
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We continue tosearch for endemicg Chestnut WooeQuail,the NE OSy (if @ RS A ONR oadhdRned (A f S
endemics, like Moustached Antpitta, the handsome Rufonesmsted Flycatcher,
and brightcolored Golderfronted Whitestart. Other
impressive birds we hope to find include Thisteéped
and Russefcrowned Warblers, Masked Trogon, Gree
Jay, Highland Motntp Golden and Emeraidreen
TanagersBluenaped Chlorophonia, and Orangellied |
Euphonia. Blackilled MountainToucan, Chestnut
breasted Wren, Plumbeousrowned Tyrannulet, Marble
faced and Variegated bristlyrants, and Glossy anc ‘ -
Masked Flowerpieras should also be part of our time here, and of course
hummingbirds, including the widespread but very variable Whaped Jacobin.

The Colombian bird is very different to those seen further ndPdraque are usually on the lawn in the evening.

Day 14 Friday, Dec 20tun Quimbay#Pereira/Bogota
We spend the day at Otunontinuing our birding and mammalinguring which the wonderful Mukcolored
Tanager will be one of our targets. We
should see Collared Trogor;rayish
throated Toucanet, Southern Lapwing,
the delightful Bayheaded Tanager,
Bronzy Inca, Rusty Flowpiercer and
hopefully Golderheaded Quetzal and
LGQa Fftaz2z ¢2NIK {SSLAYy3a | gl GOK F2NI 2
of the colorful local buses that
transport people to the localillages.
Eventually we drive to Pereira for our flight to Bogota, where we overnight at a hotel near the airport.

Day 15¢ Saturday, Dec 3Depart from Bogota
Transfer to the airport this morning for our flights home.

Photo of Cartagenfrom Wikimedia Commus Public DomairAll other photos by Christopher @aje and Andrew Haffenden
while on burs
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